
 

 
Lamb Chambers’ policies regarding attendance at Court during these unprecedented times. We previously advised by 
email that as a Chambers we will continue to cover all court hearings in the usual way, until we were told otherwise 
by the government or court officials.  

 

On 24 March 2020, we have received the following statement from The Bar Council in order to try and tackle the 
Covid-19 outbreak: 

 

“The Prime Minister's message yesterday evening was clear that everyone must stay at home to inhibit all contact and 
stall the spread of Covid-19. Since the announcement, we have been seeking clarity from the Senior Judiciary on what 
will happen with courts from Tuesday 24 March 2020. We had hoped to have this advice earlier but, just before 
midnight, we saw guidance indicating that you should not attend the Civil or Family Courts in person. You should not 
attend the Crown Court in person unless you are in a part-heard trial. The situation for Magistrates' Courts is unclear, 
but we suggest you do not attend in person until the guidance is clear.” 

  

We have also received the following statement from the Chair of the Chancery Bar Association: 

  

“The ChBA has been informed by HHJ Johns that the senior judiciary have decided that no hearings which require 
people to attend are now to take place in the County Court until further notice, unless there is genuine urgency and 
no remote hearing is possible. All cases currently being heard will be adjourned part heard so that arrangements can 
be made, where possible, to conduct the hearing remotely.  So far as the Central London County Court is 
concerned, all face to face hearings at Central London today are being adjourned to a date to be fixed so you do not 
need to attend.  We cannot say what the position is in other courts at this point.” 

  

As a result, unless we are specifically advised by you that the Court has confirmed a hearing is to be heard in person 
due to its genuine urgency and inability to be heard remotely, our barristers will not be physically attending hearings 
at Central London County Court. As for other hearings in other Courts, we will require specific confirmation from 
you that the Court has directed that a hearing will continue in person. This confirmation is imperative for the safety 
of our members so that they do not travel to Court unnecessarily. 

  

In order to retain as many hearings as possible at this time, we would urge you to make arrangements with the 
Court and other parties for hearings to be heard via Skype or telephone so that they are not adjourned, or are 
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